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Reflection on the Week’s Topic based on the Story of Tornier Neen
The most surprising thing about this week’s topic is how the criminal justice system has failed to produce evidence-based treatment for the inmates. They look at the wrong or the laws that a person has broken rather than what led them to the crime. The case of Neen demonstrates the traumatic events that she had undergone in her childhood; being molested, beaten, raped, unrequited love by her mother. She found solace in cocaine use that made her to engage in theft and other criminal activities. It surprising that criminal justice system dealt with Neen 83 times in the course of 19 years yet no one in the system could see the Neen as a victim or even try to dig deeper about life story (Calswec Online). The system also thinks that drug addicts are mentally sick and they try to restrain with the fear that they might become violence. This is not always the case as the addicts are sometimes victims of violence.
My assumption of mother’s love being unconditional became challenged by the story of Neen. I have always thought mothers will always seek to protect their children from harm regardless of the condition.  I also thought fathers can sometimes be indifferent about their children’s welfare. Now  the story of Neen gives a possibility. She tried in vain to gain her mother’s love; she engaged in population to get her mother money for drugs (Calswec Online). She also consented to being married off in the hope that she could win her mother’s heart, but unfortunately, it never happened.  I had another assumption that mentally ill people are a risk; the documentary gives the insight that these people are also victims of violence and they need love, care, shelter, and acceptance by society.
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